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Dear Brackendale Families, 
 
Spring has arrived and life looks a lot different than 
expected! 
 
Many of you received a writing or journal activity for 
your child’s first learning at home experience. I am 
sharing my reflections in a similar fashion here: 
 

Ms. Saenger’s Journal Assignment  
As Spring Break approached, I was really looking for-
ward to joining my husband in Norway for the Biath-
lon World Cup Finale and then travelling on to the 
Rondane National Park to go hut to hut skiing. I was 
particularly disappointed that I wouldn’t be able to see my Biathlon friends from all around the world be-
cause I usually only get to see these friends every couple of years. Exploring the high mountains, pristine 
plateaus, and birch forests by ski is an exhilarating way to experience the tranquility and beauty of the Nor-
wegian wilderness. Maybe we will plan this trip again once things return to normal.   
 
Home life and now school life has changed too.  As for me and my family members, we have been practicing 
physical distancing and rigorously following the handwashing and hygiene health protocols since the begin-
ning of spring break. It is hard not spending time with friends. I really miss all our students because they 
bring much joy into my life. I miss your smiles, your eureka moments when you discover something new, 
and your fun-filled antics.   
 
There are a few things that I have been doing to cope with the big feelings that I’ve experienced over the 
past couple of weeks. I have been in regular email, text and phone contact with my family in Ontario, Alber-
ta, Texas, and Florida; I call my mom every day. It is comforting to stay connected. Another thing that I’ve 
enjoyed doing is spending family time outdoors. The weather has been a real boost for our hiking adven-
tures. We have also been watching Master Chef Junior; it helps take my mind off things and I’ve been learn-
ing a lot about cooking.   
 
While on our outdoor excursions, I often stop to admire the stunning scenery of our Sea-to-Sky Corridor, 
take a deep breath of clean crisp air, and reflect on everything and everyone for whom I am grateful! 
 
Sincerely,  

Ms. K.  Saenger, Principal 
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Think Critically 
We use criteria to make judgements, assess options,  

     rank and justify choices      
               Our School Goal 

I Love Rock ‘n Roll, Sweet Child of Mine, Highway to Hell 
TNT, Move Like Jagger... 

 
The best Rock Bands of all time made a cameo appearance in Music class. Students studied rock concert videos 
and then competed in an Air Band Contest!  The “best” band was selected by judges, Ms. Murakami and Ms. 
Saenger, based on this criteria: 
 
Criteria for the Best Air Band 

 Lyrics are in sync and words match the music 

 Choreography, Gestures and Acting are exciting and energetic 

 Props, costumes, make-up and other elements make the performance interesting to watch 

 Song selection is appropriate 

Congratulations!  
 
 
 
 
 

Connor on guitar 
Rowan on guitar 
Francis on guitar 
Ryan on vocals 
Cohen on drums 



Hot Lunch Program  has been suspended for the remainder of the school year.  Payments received 
by the PAC have been refunded. We are looking for someone to fill the hot lunch Coordinator role for 
the 2020-21 School Year as well  
 

PAC Meeting - PAC will be postponing our Annual AGM until September.  We will be requiring extra 
help to begin the year and there are current positions that will be vacated and need to be filled.  
 

Growing Smiles Fundraiser - because we need to celebrate spring, even in this confusing time, the 
PAC has decided to go ahead with the planned Spring Plant Fundraiser with Growing Smiles.  Orders 
will be online only https://brackendale.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home and payment through 
PayPal or by credit card. Deadline for orders is Monday, April 27th and pickup will be Friday, May 
8th (just in time for Mother’s day and hopefully after the last frost!) from 2:00pm - 4:00pm.  We 
hope you will be able to support this fundraiser - there are herbs and vegetables as well as a straw-
berry basket if you are looking to grow more of your own food this year. 
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Inky and his mom went to the river to look for animal tracks, with plaster in tow.  They thought they might 
find some interesting animal tracks.   Sure enough they found one!  Thanks to Michael Allen’s Bear Talks 
which many students enjoyed before Spring Break, Inky knew that this track was not left by the stealthy cou-
gar.  It most resembled the bear, with five toes and claws out!  What do you think? 
 
Recipes for Making Casts of Animal Tracks: from Inky’s mom 
 

1) Plaster of Paris - Inky used traditional Plaster of Paris 
(which is quick setting).  It can be purchased online or 
at local hardware stores.  Take all the ingredients 
with you.  Following the instructions on the contain-
er. 

 
1) Flour & Water 'Plaster of Paris' -  Heat  2 cups water. 

Put 3 cups of flour into a mixing bowl.  Gradually add 
the warm water to form a thick paste.  Pour into a 
mould (could be a silicone baking mould, or in this 
case the indentation of a bear's paw in the 
sand!).  Allow to dry 48 hours.  Your cast can be paint-
ed or otherwise decorated. 

 
1) Glue & Water 'Plaster of Paris' - Heat 1 cup of water.  Combine with 2 cups of school glue (white 

glue) in a mixing bowl to form a thick paste.  Pour the paste into a mould (could be a silicone bak-
ing mould, or the indentation of a bear's paw in the sand!).    Allow to dry 48 hours. Your cast can 
be painted or otherwise decorated. 

https://brackendale.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home

