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Dear Brackendale Families, 
 
Over many weeks, Rose Williams came to teach students about Coast Salish weaving.  Students sat 
next to Rose at the upright loom and helped her weave a magnificent blanket.  Yarn was wrapped 
from the top to the bottom of the loom and then intricate patterns were created by passing a 
threaded shuttle though the strands.  Many sophisticated weave patterns were used.  The Tabby 

Weave which is a simple 
over and under weave, cre-
ated a checkered pattern.  
The Twill Weave, which is 
an over and under two 
more strands, created a 
staggered sequence like di-
amonds or chevrons.  The 
Twine Weave, which inter-
laces two or more yarns, 
was used to transition to 
new pattern or stop other 
weaving from slipping.    
 
Many of our students 
worked with Roxy Lewis 
through our Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh 
culture and language pro-
gram to learn the art of 
weaving and created small 
woven baskets and their 
own headbands.   
 
We were very privileged to 

have a potlach and smudging ceremony to honour Rose and the weaving of the traditional blanket.  
We celebrated Rose and her teachings through words, drumming, singing and dancing.  Many 
Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh elders came and we were up lifted by their inspiring words and song. Donna Billy 
gave us the gift of the smudging ceremony.  Anthony Lewis, Charlene Williams and Roxy Lewis, 
lead this historical event.  Many elders and community members who spoke and gave witness re-
minded us about the importance of community, family, traditions and culture. 
 
Mrs. Smith’s and Ms. Boersma’s students deserve special recognition.  They worked with Roxy and 
participated in many aspects of the celebration, made gifts for the adults and their families con-
tributed food for the celebration feast afterwards. 
 
The beautiful blanket now hangs in our Collab Space.  I invite you come by to see this display and 

enjoy the blanket, the accompanying photos and the student work which is just around the corner 

on the Art Harry wall. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Saenger, Principal 
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Telephone:  (604) 898-3651                                                                     Fax: (604) 898-4674 

Voice Mail   (604) 898-9348 + ext # 300 for main office 

We are honoured to learn, work and play on the traditional, unceded, ancestral  
territory of the Sḵwxwú7mesh Nation and the Village of Waiwakum 

Principal:  Ms. K. Saenger                                        Front Office:  Mrs. Muff Hackett 
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Think Critically 
We use criteria to make judgements, assess options,  

     rank and justify choices      
               Our School Goal 

Be kind . . . 

. . . Just because 

Pink Shirt Day is when many 
people worldwide wear pink 
shirts to prevent bullying. It's a 
day to recognize those who are 
bullied and to stand up for 
them. On this day, we all stand 
united to stop bullying by wear-
ing a pink shirt or a pink button 
to give recognition to this very 
serious problem.  



BRE’s spring book fair is coming soon!  The fair dates are  April 15th and April 16th.   
 
The fair will be open on the evening of April 16th when we will also be having our 
Student Led Conferences this year.   
 
Check out the link below for the featured book selection that Scholastics plans to 
bring to our school.  http://www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/featuredbooks 
 
A portion of the funds made from this book fair go to our library.  All proceeds will 
go towards the purchase of new resources for our students.  We are planning to 
create a learning commons within our library space too.  Thank you for your past 
support and hope to see you at the fair in April! 
 
Ms. Mah 

http://www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/featuredbooks


Upcoming Events 

 Tue, Mar 10 - Reading Link Challenge - 1pm 
 Wed, Mar 11 - Report Cards home 
 Spring Break - March 16 - 27, 2020 
 Tue, Mar 31 - Neufeld Farms orders due 
 Tue, Mar 31 - Jump Rope for Heart Assembly 
 Fri, Apr 3 - April Hot Lunch orders due 
 Fri, Apr 3 and Mon, Apr 6 - Safer Spaces - Online 

Ed - Gr 4 - 6 in class 
 Tue, Apr 7 - Neufeld Farms pickup - 5:30pm 
 Wed, Apr 8 - Sustainability Assembly 
 Wed, Apr 8 - PAC Meeting  
 Fri, Apr 10 - Good Friday 
 Mon, Apr 13 - Easter Monday 
 

Field Trips - March 

 Mon, Mar 9 - Cross Country Skiing - Grantham/
Boersma 

 Tue, Mar 10 - Skating - Grantham/Mowbray 
 Wed, Mar 11 - Cross Country Skiing - Borsoff/

Fanzega/Jorgensen 
 Fri, Mar 13 - Rec Swim - Borsoff/Fanzega/

Jorgensen 
 Thu, Apr 2 - Cross Country Skiing - Zigar, Smith, 

Hirn 
 Fri, Apr 3 - Cross Country Skiing - Mowbray/

Watson 

 
Hot Lunch Ordering Online - April (due Apr 3) and May (due May 15) - order online at https://
brackendale.hotlunches.net - access code BDHL 
 

PAC Meeting - Please join the BRE PAC on Wednesday, April 8th at 7:00pm in the school library.  
Every parent and guardian is a member of the PAC.  Free childcare will be provided. Look for the 
latest minutes  on the school website and the PAC board. 
 

Neufeld Farms - order online at httsp://brackendale.hotlunches.net (access code is BDHL) - orders 
due by Tuesday, March 31st.  Order pickup is Tuesday, April 7th at 5:30pm at the school. 
 

Nesters Market Gift Cards are a great fundraiser for Brackendale Elementary  PAC.  This is such 
an easy way to help support our school. 

Nesters Market will generously donate 10% of the purchase price of the gift card to the PAC - for 
every $50 you spend at the grocery store that’s $5.00 that goes directly to support Brackendale El-
ementary.  That support contributes directly to PAC initiatives such as subsidizing arts, music and 
sports ventures, developing our outdoor learning environment, enhancing literacy programs and 
STEM projects, and helping to fund major projects. 

Nesters Gift Cards can easily be ordered through the new online hot lunch website https://

brackendale.hotlunches.net/ and then picked up at the front office or purchased with cash or cheque 
(payable to BRE PAC ) from Mrs. Hackett at the office.  Everyone needs groceries! 

Sunday, March 8th 
Don’t forget to set 

your clocks forward! 
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