
Brackendale Elementary  

Communicator  

February 10, 2020 
Volume 6 

Dear Brackendale Families, 

Ha7lh Kwákwaỷel! 
 

February brings many opportunities to show love, gratitude and caring for those around us. 
In addition to Valentine’s Day, for those who celebrate, and Family Day which is on Mon-
day, February 17th, and our Pink Shirt Day on February 27th, it is important to show kind-
ness and gratitude everyday. 
 

Two individuals worthy of acknowledgment for making a difference in the lives of children 
are Yvonne Brekke and Roxy Lewis. I would like to express my gratitude to Yvonne and 
Roxy for their work and the caring and kindness that they extend to all students at BRE. 
 

Yvonne Brekke has a unique 
role at BRE.  As our Indige-
nous Support Worker, 
Yvonne weaves her way 
through our classes all day 
long providing indigenous 
students with assistance, 
offering cultural teachings, 
and promoting personal 
growth.  As a key role mod-
el and mentor, Yvonne’s 
nurturing presence, calming 
influence and caring nature 
kindles a safe, inclusive, and 
caring learning environment 
for all students. 
 

We feel very fortunate to 
have Roxy Lewis as our 
Skwxú7mesh language and 
Culture instructor.  Roxy is 
an inspiration for our stu-
dents and staff.  Her work 
goes beyond teaching games, songs, legends, and language activities.  She gives us the op-
portunity to honour land, culture, and language as a vital part of the rich and resilient 
Skwxú7mesh Nation and identity.  
 

On behalf of the students and staff at BRE, Huy-chexw Yvonne and Roxy! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Ms. Karen Saenger,  
Principal  

42000 Government Road     PO Box 280, Brackendale, BC V0N 1H0   
Telephone:  (604) 898-3651                                                                     Fax: (604) 898-4674 

Voice Mail   (604) 898-9348 + ext # 300 for main office 

We are honoured to learn, work and play on the traditional, unceded, ancestral  
territory of the Sḵwxwú7mesh Nation and the Village of Waiwakum 

Principal:  Ms. K. Saenger                                        Front Office:  Mrs. Muff Hackett 
Website: www.sd48brackendale.org                                        Email: bre@sd48.bc.ca     



Think Critically 
We use criteria to make judgements, assess options,  

     rank and justify choices      
               Our School Goal 

Cedar Tree Inquiry Project 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Students in Ms. Fanzega’s, Mrs. Borsoff’s, and Ms. Jorgensen’s classes 
launched into a Cedar Tree Inquiry Project and used their research and 
presentation skills to demonstrate the traditional indigenous uses of 
the cedar tree, explain harvesting rules and the importance of these 
methods to the health of the cedar tree, and create a piece of artwork 
to honour the cedar tree. 
 

Their learning journey then lead them down a path of self reflection.  

In the story, The Six Cedar Trees, by Margot Landahl and Celestine    

Aleck, the characteristics and habits of six Coast Salish animals are 

each related to the BC curriculum’s core competencies.  Using this 

framework, students learn to recognize each of the attributes within 

themselves.   

Maddox says, “Wolf is a great communicator. He is a great listener.  He shares 

his ideas and is respectful to others; especially his pack.”  “I think that when I act 

like the wolf, I am also a good communicator.  We need to be good communica-

tors in science class.  Max and I had to help each other with science projects.  We 

made pancakes, butter, and jello and had to figure out how to inflate a balloon 

using a bottle, baking soda and vinegar.  This took a lot of team work too!”   

Hamish says, “Salmon is a critical thinker.  He finds new 

paths through the rivers by analyzing his surroundings 

and thinking about how to get around obstacles in his path.”  “When I de-

sign and build with my Lego and when I build forts, I am a critical thinker.  I 

overcome problems and find ways to design stronger forts and I think about 

which Lego pieces will work best for my Lego creations. In our Cedar Tree 

project we had to follow criteria to make the realistic paintings.  Maddox and 

I think our paintings were successful because they met the criteria.  I know 

that when I use criteria, that’s critical thinking.”   

The paintings above were created by (from top left to right bottom): Lewis, Olivia, Madison and Cooper 



Nesters Market Gift Cards are a great fund-
raiser for Brackendale Elementary  PAC.  This 
is such an easy way to help support our 
school. 

Nesters Market will generously donate 10% 
of the purchase price of the gift card to the 
PAC - for every $50 you spend at the grocery 
store that’s $5.00 that goes directly to sup-
port Brackendale Elementary.  That support 
contributes directly to PAC initiatives such as 
subsidizing arts, music and sports ventures, 
developing our outdoor learning environ-
ment, enhancing literacy programs and 
STEM projects, and helping to fund major 
projects. 

Nesters Gift Cards can easily be ordered 
through the new online hot lunch website 
https://brackendale.hotlunches.net/ and then picked 
up at the front office or purchased with cash 
or cheque (payable to BRE PAC ) from Mrs. 
Hackett at the 
office. 

Everyone needs 
groceries! 

Head Lice 
 

This time of year always brings the head scratching prospect of head lice - shared hats and lots of cozy in-
door time gives them the ideal breeding ground.  We have had a few reports of cases of head lice in the 
past few weeks, so we thought we would remind families that anyone can get head lice.  Their presence is 
not a sign of poor hygiene, poor housekeeping or socio-economic status.  If you find your child has head 
lice, please notify the school and the families of your child’s close playmates immediately.  Also check the 
heads of all family members. If you find lice and/or nits (Lice eggs) on your child’s head, treat as directed 
with a purchased product from your local drug store before your child returns to school. 
 
To help control the spread of lice, please check your child’s head for lice weekly. 
 
For more information, please contact your family doctor or the health unit at 604-892-2293 or refer to the 
information provided by Vancouver Coastal Health http://www.vch.ca/Documents/getting-rid-of-head-lice.pdf  

 
 
 

 
 

Kindergarten & French Immersion Registration for 2020 /2021 
School Year 

 

Elementary schools in Squamish, Whistler, and Pemberton are welcoming kindergarten registrations: 
 

 

Our kindergarten classrooms are shaped through thoughtful, research-based instruction, allowing time for 
children to develop core competency skills by exploring and having fun! 
 
Please go to our school website for registration information: 
 

https://sd48brackendale.org/ 

https://brackendale.hotlunches.net/
http://www.vch.ca/Documents/getting-rid-of-head-lice.pdf


Upcoming Events 

 Mon, Feb 10 - Kindergarten Sensory Screening 
 Mon, Feb 10 - Potlatch Ceremony - 11am 
 Thu, Feb 13 - Norman Foote in music classes  
 Fri, Feb 14 - Friendship Dance Fundraiser 
 Fri, Feb 14 - Hot Lunch Orders due 
 Mon, Feb 17 - Family Day - not in session 
 Tue, Feb 18 - Clearing the Cloud - Vaping Presenta-

tion for parents - 6:30-7:45pm at BRE 
 Wed, Feb 19 - PAC Meeting - 7pm 
 Thu, Feb 20 - Vaping Presentation - Gr 5/6 
 Fri, Feb 21 - Lockdown Drill 
 Sun, Feb 23 - Sarah Ward - Bridging Function in 

School & Home for parents- 5-7pm at HSSS 
 Mon, Feb 24 - Pro-D Day - not in session 
 Thu, Feb 27 - Pink Shirt Day 
 Fri, Feb 28 - PAC Movie Night 

 
Hot Lunch Ordering Online - February (due Feb 14) - order online at https://
brackendale.hotlunches.net - access code BDHL 
Clearing the Cloud - Tuesday, February 18th from 6:30 - 7:45pm - a vaping presentation for parents 
for Grade 5 and 6 students from Vancouver Coastal Health and the BC Lung Association - in the 
Brackendale Conference Room. 
PAC Meeting - Please join the BRE PAC on Wednesday, February 19th  at 7:00pm in the school li-
brary.  Every parent and guardian is a member of the PAC.  Free childcare will be provided. Look for 
the latest minutes  on the school website and the PAC board. 

DPAC presents Sarah Ward - Bridging Function In school and Home - Sunday, February 23rd 5-7pm 
at Howe Sound Secondary School.  Tickets - https://www.facebook.com/events/382908595986749/ 
Purdy’s Spring Chocolate Orders - information will be coming soon - orders are due on February 
25th for delivery before Easter 
Movie Night - Friday, February 28th - details TBA 

Hobbit - The Musical! 

We would like to thank: 
 

Anita and LB Productions,  and 
the Brackendale PAC for making 
this amazing production happen 
for our students! 
 

Sparking creative spirit in our stu-
dents brings us all great joy! 

 

Field Trips - February 

 Feb 12 & 26 - Curling - Zigar - am/Grantham - pm 
 Feb 18 - Skating - Stroh/J Fieldhouse 


