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Dear Brackendale Families, 

Winter has arrived and with it comes stormy weather 
that requires extra caution when walking and driving. 
The decrease in daylight combined with cloudy 
weather make visibility more challenging.  ICBC 
states nearly half of all vehicle accidents with pedes-
trians happen from October through January.  
 

Consider these 4 safety tips:   
 Wear reflective or brightly coloured clothing to 

make it easier to been seen in wet weather and 
at dusk or daybreak.   

 Make eye contact with drivers at intersections and crosswalks.  Never assume that a 
driver has seen you. 

 Walk on the inside edge of the sidewalk furthest away from the road.  
 Walk facing oncoming traffic if there is no sidewalk.   

 
Staying safe in the winter also means 
dressing warmly. Dress in layers, with 
a wind resistant outer layer.  Bibbed 
style warm and snuggly snow pants 
keep the snow from finding its way 
inside.   
 
When it is wet and cold, wear a hat, 
mittens or insulated gloves. Send your 

child to school with an extra pair of dry mitts.  The first pair is bound to get wet at recess 
and a dry pair of mitts will be needed at lunch break.  Keep your face warm with a scarf, 
neck tube or facemask.  Wear warm and waterproof boots.  Teach your older children to 
put on their boots at recess and lunch break, they will be more comfortable in their dry in-
door shoes for the afternoon. 
 

Here are two family discussions that will require you to Think Critically:   
1. Slippery slopes and surfaces – How much grip do your winter boots have? What is the 

criteria for selecting  the “best” boots for sliding, gliding, or traveling on slippery sur-
faces?   

2. Snow shoveling causes thousands of injuries each year - Why do you think this is true? 
How can children and adults work safely together on this family chore? 

 

Remember that when it comes to winter, be 
prepared and exercise extra caution.   I wish 
everyone a happy, healthy new year! 
 

Ms. Karen Saenger,  
Principal  

42000 Government Road     PO Box 280, Brackendale, BC V0N 1H0   

Telephone:  (604) 898-3651                                                                     Fax: (604) 898-4674 

Voice Mail   (604) 898-9348 + ext # 300 for main office 

We are honoured to learn, work and play on the traditional, unceded, ancestral  

territory of the Sḵwxwú7mesh Nation and the Village of Waiwakum 

Principal:  Ms. K. Saenger                                        Front Office:  Mrs. Muff Hackett 

Website: www.sd48brackendale.org                                        Email: bre@sd48.bc.ca     

While school closures are rare in 
our corridor, information regarding 
“Snow Days” would be posted on 
the District website: 

 sd48seatosky.org  



Think Critically 
We use criteria to make judgements, assess options,  

     rank and justify choices      
               Our School Goal 

Our school goal promotes higher level thinking.  Encouraging kindergarten and early primary students to 
Think Critically may sound like a lofty goal, but, the following two 
examples demonstrate that even our youngest students can apply 
criteria to show deeper learning. 
 
What is the CRITERIA for making a good stew? 
 

 Chunky 

 Lots of vegetables 

 Buttery 
 Thick 

 Delicious 
 Salty 

 

Students in Ms. Wong’s K-1 class created this criteria, decided on 
ingredients and then prepared, cooked and dined on the stew 
they made collaboratively.  When Ms. Saenger asked students 
how they would rate their stew, they all gave it a thumbs up be-
cause it was chunky, filled with veggies, buttery-smooth, thick, 
delicious and with just the right amount of salt! 
 
What is the CRITERIA for deciding which animals to include on a Squamish Winter Mural? 
 

 Must live in Squamish 

 Must be alive today 
 Must be a wild animal 

 Must survive winter by either hiber-
nating, migrating or “staying out” 

 

Students in Mrs. Fieldhouse’s K-1 class cre-
ated this criteria, selected animals from a 
suggestion box and then added salmon, 
wolves, eagles, deer, lynx, bears, owls, and 
orcas to the mural because these animals 
meet the criteria  They rejected polar bears, 
dogs, cats, red pandas, giraffes, and dinosaurs because these animals do not meet the criteria. Polar bears, 
pandas and giraffes do not live in Squamish.  Dogs and cats are not wild. Dinosaurs are not alive today.  We 
invite you to visit the mural in the hallway to discover other animals that the students have added to this 
winter scene. 

Learning and Contributing 
At Brackendale, we work, learn and contribute together in unique ways.  Here are some examples: 
 
 Ms. Mowbray’s class - raised $302.98 for the Squamish Wa-

tershed Society 
 Mr. Fieldhouse’s class - seal and tree ornaments raised over 

$400 
 13th Annual Pancake Breakfast - raised over $1366  and 

filled the pickup van with boxes of food and toys for Com-
munity Christmas Care 

 Our annual Kids Only Gift Shop was a great success due to 
the amazing support of parents, caregivers and Don Ross 
Student Leaders  who donated their time to help run the 
shop and wrap the gifts.   

 Student Leadership organized our 12 days of festive fun, ran the gingerbread house exhibition and 
raised $501.90 to date for the BC Wildlife Federation and 4Ocean. 



Winter Fun! 
 

With the winter months upon us there comes the opportunity for sledding 
and sliding! We remind students to bring sliding equipment that is appropri-
ate for our small hills. These should be smaller items such as crazy carpets. 
Snowboards, hard plastic materials and seated sleds should be left at home.  If 
you don’t have a crazy carpet the school has many to share! 
 
Sit or kneel as even crazy carpets can pick up speed  and potentially knock 
children over.  Never head downhill face first (i.e. penguin-style) as a jar or 
thump can result in injury and lost teeth.  Look and wait for the way to be 
clear of kids before you start your run.  
 
At Brackendale sliding is permitted at the back of the school where the run out is safe. Bringing a change of 
clothes is a good idea as conditions are often wet. 

 
 
 

 
 

Kindergarten & French Immersion Registration for 2020 /2021 
School Year 

 

Elementary schools in Squamish, Whistler, and Pemberton are welcoming kindergarten registrations: 
 

January 21 – 24, 2020 - 8:30 am to 3:30 pm 
 

Our kindergarten classrooms are shaped through thoughtful, research-based instruction, allowing time for 
children to develop core competency skills by exploring and having fun! 
 
Please go to our school website for registration information: 
 

https://sd48brackendale.org/ 

 Important Reminder Regarding  
Absences, Appointments & Other Arrangements 

 
We would like to remind parents to contact the school at (604-898-9348 ext. 300) when 
your child is going to be absent from school. Our office is open at 8:00 am or you can leave a message on 
our answering machine.  If you would prefer to email mhackett@sd48.bc.ca  that is also an effective way to 
let us know. 
 
We also ask your cooperation regarding having to contact children for various appointments during the 
school day. In order to minimize interruptions of instructional time we ask you to remind your child of any 
appointments or child care arrangements before they leave for school in the morning. We understand that 
at times students will need to be contacted during class but we ask for your assistance in minimizing these 
disruptions as much as possible. 
 
If you are bringing lunches, clothing or other items to school during the school day, please drop them off at 
the office, labelled with your child’s name - we will make sure they get to your child in a timely manner. 

Four Year Old Drop-in Immunization (2020-2021 Kindies)  

All children, starting at age four, should get two vaccines that will protect against tet-
anus, diphtheria, pertussis (whooping cough), polio, measles, mumps, rubella, and 

chicken pox. They should get these shots before they begin kindergarten.  If you haven’t had a chance to 
get them, community health nurses will be at the school January 30th from 3:15-4pm for drop in vac-
cines.  Or, call the health unit at 604-892-2293 for other options.  



Upcoming Events 

 Jan 13 - 17 - Aikido in PE classes 
 Wed, Jan 15 - PAC Meeting 7:00pm 
 Tues, Jan 21- Kindergarten registration begins 
 Wed, Jan 22 - Hobbit Auditions - 12:10pm 
 Wed, Jan 22 - Coffee orders due 
 Fri, Jan 24 - Hot Lunch 
 Jan 27 - 31 - Hobbit Rehearsals 
 Jan 30 - Immunization Clinic - 3:15-4pm 
 Jan 31 - Hobbit The Musical 7pm in the BRE Gym 
 Fri, Feb 7 - Non Instructional Day 
 Mon, Feb 17 - Family Day - not in session 
 

Field Trips - January 

 Wed Jan 22 - Rec. Swim - Smith, Hirn, Watson 
 Tue, Jan 28 - Skating - Stroh, J Fieldhouse 

PAC Meeting 

Please join the BRE PAC on Wednesday, January 15th at 7:00pm in the school library.  Every parent 
and guardian is a member of the PAC.  Free childcare will be provided. Look for the latest minutes  
on the school website and the PAC board. 

 

Hot Lunch Ordering Online - January (due Jan 13) and February (due Feb 14) Lunches 
 

Simplify your life, order online!  It is easy and convenient (you can even order in your pajamas!)  
 go to brackendale.hotlunches.net 
 Click on “Click Here to Register” 
 Enter Access Code BDHL 
 Complete the rest of the registration form (Including your email address will ensure you receive 
reminder emails about hot lunch order deadlines and your child’s hot lunch order for the upcoming 
week) 
 Click the “Register Now” button at the bottom 
 Follow the instructions to add each child in your family who attends Brackendale Elementary.  
Once your child(ren) are registered, click on “Orders” 
 Proceed to order hot lunch for your child(ren) 
 Preferred payment is by PayPal - if you are not able to pay by PayPal you can submit a cash pay-
ment to the office. 

Happy New Year! 
 
Here are the profits from all of our fantastic PAC 
fundraisers from September to December 2019!  
 Hot Lunches – October only (Nov-Dec 2019 on-

going – TBA):  $748.13 
 Purdy’s – December: $ 1345.58 
 Art Cards by Kids: $717.97 
 Neufeld Farms:  $1132.00 
 Kids Only Christmas Shop:  $1041.80 
 Nester’s GC:  $100 so far 
For a total of $5085.48 toward PAC projects! 
 

AND we contributed over $1366 to Community 
Christmas Care! 
 

Thank you to all of the volunteers who work so hard 
to make these fundraisers possible and to all those 
who generously took part! 
 

Heather Teasell 
PAC Treasurer 
 
And we have only just begun….Come to the January 
15th PAC meeting to find out how your kids will ben-
efit from these funds. 

Galileo Coffee Company Fundraiser 
 
Please return order forms 
along with cash or cheque 
(made payable to BRE PAC) 
to your child’s teacher by 

Wednesday, January 22nd. Please send any 
questions to heathermetz@gmail.com   
 

Thank you for supporting Brackendale Ele-
mentary & Galileo Coffee Company. 

Brackendale PAC 
and LB Productions  

are excited to present  
 

Hobbit the Musical  
January 31st at 7:00pm 

 
Auditions for cast members will take place on 
Wednesday, January 22nd at noon hour.   
 
Rehearsals will be Monday, January 27 through 
January 31 after school.   
 
More information will come home soon. 


