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Dear Brackendale Families, 

 

In the past few weeks much of our student 

learning has focused on the theme of peace and 

the meaning of Remembrance Day.  Students 

have been thinking critically about the topics 

of war and peace in age-appropriate ways.  All 

of our grade 5 and 6 students were invited to 

Don Ross Middle School to watch a musical 

called Pier 21.  The musical tells the story of 

soldiers who left for war through this port in 

Halifax and immigrants who arrived at this same port to begin new lives in Canada.  Imaging your-

self in another person’s circumstance, reflecting on what someone else's experiences felt like, and 

understanding what past events teach us, are ways we engage students to think critically.   

 

Remembrance Day calls upon us to acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of those who served their 

country and to acknowledge our responsibility to work for peace.  You may wish to talk to your 

children about your ancestors, a veteran, or your family’s immigration story.  Here are some ques-

tions to share with your children on the topic of contributing to a peaceful world: 

Why is remembrance important? 

What are meaningful ways to show one’s beliefs about peace? 

What does the phrase “The Right to Peace” mean to you? 

 

I wish to acknowledge Mr. Grantham’s class for hosting the beautiful yet solemn Remembrance 

Day Ceremony.  I was touched by their deep understanding of what Remembrance Day means to us 

as Canadians. 

 

 

In other Brackendale news, Squamish Mayor Karen Elliott, visit-

ed a number of classes to share her experiences and show photo-

graphs of her recent trip to Norway. The main topic of her 

presentation was climate change and how this is affecting our 

planet.  Mayor Elliott has connected our school with the Hearts 

in the Ice program and challenges us to think about simple solu-

tions and changes we can make in our lives to help planet Earth.  

Here is a link to Hearts in the Ice: www.heartsintheice.com/ 

where two citizen scientists are win-

tering in the Norwegian Arctic. 

 

It is a point of pride that Brackendale students are learning to take care 

of each other, our community and our planet.  Keep sending your candy 

wrappers to school for our collection.  This will kick off a student-led 

campaign for environmentally-friendly packaging.  And, we will 

properly recycle the wrappers for your convenience. 

 

Sincerely,  

  

      

Ms. Karen Saenger,  

Principal  

42000 Government Road     PO Box 280, Brackendale, BC V0N 1H0   

Telephone:  (604) 898-3651                                                                     Fax: (604) 898-4674 

Voice Mail   (604) 898-9348 + ext # 300 for main office 

We are honoured to learn, work and play on the traditional, unceded, ancestral  

territory of the Sḵwxwú7mesh Nation and the Village of Waiwakum 

Principal:  Ms. K. Saenger                                        Front Office:  Mrs. Muff Hackett 

Website: www.sd48brackendale.org                                        Email: bre@sd48.bc.ca     

https://www.heartsintheice.com/


Think Critically 
We use criteria to make judgements, assess options,  

     rank and justify choices      
               Our School Goal 

During our school improvement plan review, student ambassadors lead 

trustees, parents, and district personnel on a school tour to see first 

hand how students use criteria to improve products and projects, and 

how criteria guides self-reflection on actions and behaviour. 

 

The Jellyfish Art Project is an example of how students in Mr. Hirn’s 

class use criteria to elevate their work. 

 

Criteria for Jellyfish paintings:  

1. Value: create a smooth transition by blending colours from light 

to dark 

2. Colour: choose all warm or all cool colours 

3. Form & Space:  give jellyfish a 3D appearance and draw them in 

a variety of sizes to create depth 

 

Mrs. Fanzega’s students undertook a Science Technology 

Engineering and Math (STEM) project with their little 

buddies and used this criteria to guide their self-reflection:  

 

Criteria for reflecting on a STEM challenge:   

1. Can I build a structure using only popsicle sticks and 

clothes pegs? 

2. What challenges did I overcome 

3. Did I work cooperatively with my little buddy? 

4. Did I contribute and share all of my ideas? 

Thank you to all of our student ambassadors 

from Kindergarten through Grade 6 for sharing 

your learning with our visitors.   



13th ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Come join us on Friday, December 6th at 7:30 am for our 13th 
Annual Community Christmas Care Pancake Breakfast!  Friends 
and families are welcome to enjoy this Brackendale Holiday Tradi-
tion and Community Event.  

Entry is by donation: cash or any amount of new toys and non- 
perishable food items go to Squamish Community Christmas 
Care!  

Volunteers will be needed for set up on Thursday as well as Friday morning – please contact  

Stephen Fryer - stephenfryer@hotmail.com if you are able to help. 

 

WRITING DAY - COME JOIN US!  

Friday, December 6th 

1:30—2:45 pm 

It’s that time of year to come together to celebrate the joy of 
Writing! You are invited to join your children in writing to relatives, 

friends and/or Santa. 

Tables will be set up to allow for families to get together. We encour-
age you to bring relatives or friends so that younger students whose 
parents may not be able to attend will have an adult to scribe for 
them. 

Volunteers from Canada Post will be on hand to sell postage. A big 
“Thank you” for making this annual event a success! 

Source:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mathematical_anxiety 

mailto:stephenfryer@hotmail.com


Upcoming Events 

 Mon, Nov 11 - Remembrance Day - not in session 
 Wed, Nov 13 - Earthquake Drill 
 Wed, Nov 13 - Science World at BRE 
 Fri, Nov 15 - Hot Lunch Orders Due (online or paper) 
 Mon, Nov 18 - Art Cards Orders Due 
 Wed, Nov 20 - PAC Meeting - 7pm 
 Mon, Nov 25 - Report Cards Go Home with your child 
 Wed, Nov 27 - Purdy’s Orders Due 
 Wed, Nov 27 - Noon Dismissal - Teacher Collaboration 
 Wed, Nov 27 - Parent Teacher Interviews 2:15 - 7:30pm 
 Thu, Nov 28 - 2pm Dismissal 
 Thu, Nov 28 - Parent Teacher Interviews 2:15 - 7:30pm 
 Fri, Nov 29 - Hot Lunch 
 Fri, Dec 6 - Pancake Breakfast - 7:30am 
 Fri, Dec 6 - Writing Day - 1:30 - 2:45pm  
 Tue, Dec 10 - Winter Concert - 7:00pm 
 Wed, Dec 11 - Winter Concert - 7:00pm 

 

PAC Meeting 

Please join the BRE PAC on Wednesday, Nov 20th at 7:00pm in the school library.  Every parent and 
guardian is a member of the PAC.  Free childcare will be provided. Look for the latest minutes  on 
the school website and the PAC board. 

 
Purdy’s - This holiday season, Brackendale Elementary School PAC will be fundraising with Purdy's 
Chocolatier! This program gives 25% profit back to the school and it's an EASY way to complete your 
Christmas shopping!  Catalogues are coming home with child this week. Go to www.purdysgpp.com 
Click Register to register your account. Join a group by typing in our school’s 
Customer Number: 7337 Please share with family, friends, neighbors and 
coworkers.  Catalogues will also be available at the office. ALL ORDERS DUE by 
November 27th. You will be able to pick up your orders the week of December 
9th. 
 

Art Cards By Kids Greeting Card Fundraising  - This Winter Brackendale PAC would 
like to take this opportunity to transform your children’s artwork into greeting 
cards that are made with love. You have cards made by your kids on hand for any 
occasion.  It's easy and a lot of fun. All proceeds from this fundraising will go to the 
Brackendale PAC to support various programs.  Artwork proofs and order forms are 
being sent home this week and are due back on Mon., November 18th. 

Hot Lunch Ordering Online 
 

Simplify your life, order online!  It is easy and convenient 
(you can even order in your pajamas!)  

 go to brackendale.hotlunches.net 
 Click on “Click Here to Register” 
 Enter Access Code BDHL 
 Complete the rest of the registration form (Including 

your email address will ensure you receive reminder 
emails about hot lunch order deadlines and your 
child’s hot lunch order for the upcoming week) 

 Click the “Register Now” button at the bottom 
 Follow the instructions to add each child in your fam-

ily who attends Brackendale Elementary.  Once your 
child(ren) are registered, click on “Orders” 

 Proceed to order hot lunch for your child(ren) 
 Preferred payment is by PayPal - if you are not able 

to pay by PayPal you can submit a cash payment to 
the office. 

 
Deadline for November orders - Friday, November 15th 

Field Trips - November 
 

 Wed, Nov 13 - Tae Kwon Do - Fanzega 
 Tue, Nov 19 - WE Day  - Leadership 
 Wed, Nov 20 - Boersma/Watson - Science 

World 
 Wed, Nov 20 - Smith, Hirn, Watson - swim-

ming - pm 

Save the Date!! 
 

New Playground Grand Opening 
Friday, November 22nd  

8:30 am - coffee and treats 
9:00am - Ribbon cutting and first rides 

There will be a raffle to decide the first riders on 
the zipline - watch for details soon. 
Thanks once again to our sponsors:   
Whistler Blackcomb Foundation, BRE PAC, All 
Terrain Excavating, the Ministry of Education 
playground grant program and SD#48. 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
November 27 and 28, 2019 

 

Our online booking system for Parent Teach-
er Interviews is now available.   
 

http://bes.schoolappointments.com 
 

You will need to register for the new school 
year.  Once you are registered you will be 
able to book appointments for your child
(ren).  Please contact the office if you need 
assistance with booking an appointment. 

http://www.purdysgpp.com

