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Dear Brackendale Families, 

The theme of giving, both of oneself and to com-
munity, continues to deck our halls this holiday 
season! See the following pages for details about 
the 13th Annual Pancake Breakfast for Community 
Christmas Care, Writing Day, and the Kids-only 
Christmas Shop.   

Now that we have had our first snowfall it seems to 
foreshadow the theme of this years’ school perfor-
mances: Snow! A Growth Mindset Concert. 

Ms. Murkami has once again created an original 
musical production.  The storyline of the musical 
tells a tale about a child who finds a growth mind-
set and builds confidence and friendships.  I interviewed grade 6 students, Gautam, Francis and Saahib 
about this year’s production and was impressed by their insights and opinions.  Here is an excerpt from our 
conversation: 

Putting on a play and concert like this is a challenge.  You need persistence because when you mess 
up your lines you have to keep going and know that you’ll do better next time.  Resilience is not 
getting upset when things don’t go as you planned and then you just have to decide to try and try 
some more.  I think it takes flexibility; you have to work together and not be stubborn in your think-
ing.  You also collaborate a lot; sharing your ideas so others can do it too.  Getting over stage fright 
and standing up in front of so many people builds confidence . 

Please join us at either of the daytime or evening concerts of December 10th or 11th.  We will be hosting 
the concerts in our school gymnasium, with shows starting at 1:30pm and 7:00pm.   

For the evening performances, students are asked to be at the school at 6:30 pm.   Please refer to schedule 
of class presentations below.  Choir members will be performing both nights so if your child is able to make 
it for both nights, their singing talents would be appreciated.   Parents, guardians, grandparents and friends 
are all welcome to join us for any of the performances. 

Audience members are encouraged to stay for the entire show, as people coming and going can be very 
distracting for our performers.  All student performers will be participating in the finale at the end of the 
concert. Once students have exited the gym with their teacher, parents and guardians may then pick up 
their children at their classrooms.  This will avoid hallway congestion and lost children! 

Tuesday, December 10, 2019 - performances at 1:30 and 7:00pm 

Mrs. Fieldhouse                              Ms. Boersma 
Mr. Fieldhouse                                Ms. Jorgensen  
Mrs. Smith                                       Mr. Hirn 
Mr. Zigar 
 
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 - performances at 1:30 and 7:00pm 

Mrs. Webb                                       Ms. Wong 
Mrs. Stroh                                       Mrs. Borsoff 
Ms. Watson                                     Mrs. Fanzega 
Ms. Mowbray                                 Mr. Grantham 

Sincerely,  

Ms. Karen Saenger,  
Principal  

42000 Government Road     PO Box 280, Brackendale, BC V0N 1H0   

Telephone:  (604) 898-3651                                                                     Fax: (604) 898-4674 

Voice Mail   (604) 898-9348 + ext # 300 for main office 

We are honoured to learn, work and play on the traditional, unceded, ancestral  

territory of the Sḵwxwú7mesh Nation and the Village of Waiwakum 

Principal:  Ms. K. Saenger                                        Front Office:  Mrs. Muff Hackett 

Website: www.sd48brackendale.org                                        Email: bre@sd48.bc.ca     



Think Critically 
We use criteria to make judgements, assess options,  

     rank and justify choices      
               Our School Goal 

New Playground Grand Opening -  A Special Day for Our Community 
  

Many thanks to all who made the Double Zip Line and Global Motion possible:  

Criteria for selecting the Double Zip Line and Global Motion 
 

 Safe 

 

 Accessible to all children, 

youth and caregivers 

 

 Inspire new movement and 

motion 

 

 Provide challenge for 

younger and older kids 

 

 Promote social skills, team 

work and collaboration 

 

 Create a new community 

asset  

Brackendale Parent 

Advisory Council 

Run with the PAC 

Pictured Left to Right: Shane Price (All Terrain 

Excavating), Stephen Fryer (PAC Chair), Amy 

Buchanan (Whistler Blackcomb Foundation), 

Jordan Sturdy (MLA West Vancouver-Sea to 

Sky), Ian Currie (Director of Operations School 

District #48) cutting the ribbon for the Double 

Zip Line.  

Students, staff, families, community members, 

RCMP officers and VIPs gathered for the grand 

opening of the new playground.  Student emcees, 

Aliya, Sarah, and Flint thanked our sponsors for 

their help with the $148,000 project which includ-

ed the Global Motion and the Double Zip Line.  

Names were drawn from raffle tickets  for the first 

students, staff and adults to ride the Zip Line.  



13th ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

Come join us on Friday, December 6th at 7:30 am for our 13th Annual 
Community Christmas Care Pancake Breakfast!  Friends and families are 
welcome to enjoy this Brackendale Holiday Tradi-
tion and Community Event.  

Entry is by donation: cash or any amount of new 
toys and non- perishable food. All donations go to Squamish Commu-
nity Christmas Care!  

Volunteers will be needed for set up on Thursday as well as Friday 
morning – please contact  

Stephen Fryer - stephenfryer@hotmail.com if you are able to help. 

 

WRITING DAY - COME JOIN US!  

Friday, December 6th 

1:30—2:45 pm 

It’s that time of year to come together to celebrate the joy of 
Writing! You are invited to join your children in writing to relatives, 
friends or penpals.  The North Pole has asked that you take your 
letters to Santa home with you this year as they are not able to bring 
us a mailbox for the school. 

Tables will be set up in classrooms and the gym to allow for families 
to get together. We encourage you to bring relatives or friends so 
that younger students whose parents may not be able to attend will have an adult to scribe 
for them. 

Volunteers from Canada Post will be on hand to sell postage. A big “Thank you” for making 
this annual event a success! 

Pathway to Teacher Education Scholarship 
 
The online application form for the 
2019/2020 school year is now available. 
The deadline is February 28, 2020. 

The Pathway to Teacher Education Scholar-
ship is awarded to 20 outstanding high 
school graduates who have demonstrated a 
commitment and aptitude for a career path 
in K-12 teaching. Winners receive a $5,000 
scholarship voucher to redeem when they 
are registered and attending an approved K-
12 teacher education program at one of 
BC’s nine Faculties of Education. 

Conditional winners and their schools will 
be notified by email in May. Winners will be 
notified directly in September when eligibil-
ity is confirmed.  

https://forms.gov.bc.ca/education-training/
bc-pathway-to-teacher-education-
scholarship-application/ 

Nesters Market Gift Cards are a great fundraiser for 
Brackendale Elementary  PAC.  This is such an easy way to 
help support our school. 

Nesters Market will generously donate 10% of the purchase 
price of the gift card to the PAC - for every $50 you spend at 
the grocery store that’s $5.00 that goes directly to support 
Brackendale Elementary.  That support contributes directly 
to PAC initiatives such as subsidizing arts and sports ven-
tures, developing our outdoor learning environment, en-
hancing literacy programs and STEM projects, and helping to 
fund ongoing technology upgrades. 

Nesters Gift Cards can easily be ordered through the new 
online hot lunch website http://brackendale.hotlunches.net 
and then picked up at the front office or purchased with 
cash or cheque (payable to BRE PAC ) from Mrs. Hackett at 
the office. 

Buy a Nesters Gift Card before 
December 12th and be en-
tered into a draw to win one of 
four lovely Nester’s shopping 
bags. 

Everyone needs groceries! 

mailto:stephenfryer@hotmail.com
https://forms.gov.bc.ca/education-training/bc-pathway-to-teacher-education-scholarship-application/
https://forms.gov.bc.ca/education-training/bc-pathway-to-teacher-education-scholarship-application/
https://forms.gov.bc.ca/education-training/bc-pathway-to-teacher-education-scholarship-application/


Upcoming Events 

 Fri, Dec 6 - Pancake Breakfast - 7:30am 
 Fri, Dec 6 - Writing Day - 1:30 - 2:45pm  
 Tue, Dec 10 - Winter Concert - 1:30pm and 7:00pm 
 Wed, Dec 11 - Winter Concert - 1:30pm and 7:00pm 
 Wed, Dec 18 - Kids Only Christmas Shop 
 Dec 23 - Jan 3 - Winter Break 
 Mon, Jan 6 - Back to School 
 Wed, Jan 15 - PAC Meeting 7:00pm 
 

Field Trips - December 
 

 Fri, Dec 13 - Art Start Gallery - Zigar 
 Fri, Dec 20 - Rec. Swim - Borsoff, Fanzega, Jorgensen 

PAC Meeting 

Please join the BRE PAC on Wednesday, January 15th at 7:00pm in the school library.  Every parent 
and guardian is a member of the PAC.  Free childcare will be provided. Look for the latest minutes  
on the school website and the PAC board. 

 

Hot Lunch Ordering Online - January and February Lunches 
 

Simplify your life, order online!  It is easy and convenient (you can even order in your pajamas!)  
 go to brackendale.hotlunches.net 
 Click on “Click Here to Register” 
 Enter Access Code BDHL 
 Complete the rest of the registration form (Including your email address will ensure you receive 
reminder emails about hot lunch order deadlines and your child’s hot lunch order for the upcoming 
week) 
 Click the “Register Now” button at the bottom 
 Follow the instructions to add each child in your family who attends Brackendale Elementary.  
Once your child(ren) are registered, click on “Orders” 
 Proceed to order hot lunch for your child(ren) 
 Preferred payment is by PayPal - if you are not able to pay by PayPal you can submit a cash pay-
ment to the office. 

Targrin Health Post Project Complete!  
We are excited to share that there is a 
safe, reliable water point at Targrin 
Health Post in Sierra Leone that is already 
providing clean water to students and 
neighboring community members! The 
Water Project also conducted hygiene 
and sanitation training, which focused on 
healthy practices such as handwashing 
and using latrines.  Leadership students 
from Brackendale Elementary contributed 
half of the proceeds of their fundraising 
last year to this project.  Thank you stu-
dents! 


