
Brackendale Elementary School 

2018-2019 PAC AGENDA 

“Creating a healthy and active environment for our students.” 

 

Wednesday June 19th, 2019 – 7:00pm (Library) 

 

Attendance   

Stephen Fryer, President  

Shawna Lang, Vice-President 

Tricia Duncan, Secretary 

Heather Teasell, Treasurer 

Laura Laziridis 

Karen Saenger (Principal) 

 

WELCOME –President, Stephen Fryer 

 1) Acceptance of Agenda – Shawna L., seconded by Heather T. 

 2) Acceptance of May minutes - Shawna L., seconded by Heather T. 

 

1. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Karen Saenger 

1. Staff Leaving  

A number of staff members are leaving BRE at the end of the school year: Mr. Lum and 

Mrs. McKennie are retiring. Ms. Swinwood, Ms. Johnson, Mr. Ahmelich and Ms. 

Morrissey are currently not returning. Thank you to PAC for recognizing our departing 

staff and all of our staff members at the upcoming luncheon.  

2. Enrollment – All students who were on the in-catchment waitlist as of June 14, 2019 

were offered placement at BRE.  

3. New Staff  

Mr. Dan Hirn will be joining our staff in September as a member of our Intermediate 

Team. Dan brings with him over 10 years of teaching experience from Richmond and 

most recently Spring Creek and Mamquam Elementary. Infusing technology and digital 

portfolios into his teaching practice is a passion. He completed the SFU Graduate 

Diploma program with a focus on Critical literacy and emerging technology. Dan creates 

a democratic classroom where student voice and choice are acknowledged and fostered 

through inquiry and critical thinking.  

Natalie Mah was our successful candidate for the Collaborative Learning Support 

position and we know that she will continue to support literacy development throughout 

our school both in this role and as our Teacher Librarian. Natalie brings with her a 

passion for STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) and student driven 

inquiry.  

4. Reporting  

This month our students have been taking a look back on their year of learning. As part of 

the BC Communication Student Learning requirements, all students in kindergarten 
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through grade 6 will produce a self-assessment on the competencies: Critical Thinking, 

Collaboration, Create/Innovate, and Contribute, in an age appropriate format.  

5. National Indigenous Peoples’ Day – June 21st  

National Indigenous Peoples Day is a day for all Canadians to recognize and celebrate the 

unique heritage, diverse cultures and outstanding contributions of First Nations, Inuit and 

Métis peoples.  

Our teachers are planning a variety of in class activities for this day including:  

· Indigenous games, art and legends  

· Researching contributions of First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples  

· Making and sharing bannock  

We have also purchase lacrosse equipment as part of our PE budget.  

6. School Plan for 2019-2020  

We redefined our critical thinking goal this year as: using specific criteria to make 

judgments, rank and justify choices. We are beginning to see this goal reflected in lesson 

activities and student self-assessments. The school trustees will be visiting us in October 

2019 to review our progress since their visit last October.  

7. Year End assembly  

Everyone is welcome to attend our Year End Assembly on Wednesday, June 26 at 

1:30pm. The program includes: a Grade 6 farewell song, Choir, The Year in Pictures 

slide show, whole school flash mob dance and our traditional closing song “Low Tide”.  

Parent University – 4 Blankets of Resilience - Exhibition of Learning  

The students in Mrs. Smith’s grade 3 and 4 class have created exhibition of learning. This 

exhibition presents a year-long inquiry called “What Makes You Unique?” The student 

work reflects many aspects of the 4 Blankets that foster resilience for children of First 

Nations, Inuit and Métis descent and for all children:  

· Sense of self  

· Sense of family  

· Sense of community  

· Sense of culture, language and connection to the land  

The students shared their learning parents, caregivers, family members and trustees 

today.  
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2. PAC UPDATES: 

 

Treasurer’s Report    Heather T. 

PAC Account:  $ 6,610.48 

  Gaming Account  $ 3,329.45 

Please find a detailed account summary attached at the end of the Minutes. 

 

Teachers Luncheon    Shawna L. 

This will take place Friday, June 21 and will be catered by the Cheakamus 

Centre. (Food arriving at 11:30am). The plates and utensils are not included 

this year, but Karen has offered these from the staff room.  

 

Flowers/Gifts (Teachers saying goodbye) Heather T. 

Flowers will be purchased for those leaving.  Those that are retiring will be 

asked if they have a charity that the PAC could make a donation in their 

honour.  

 

Art Cards      Shawna L. 

Shawna was wondering if we continue with this fundraiser.  All were in 

favour.  Trish offered to help next year, as Shawna may not be able to take 

this on in the Fall. 

 

Playground/Grants    Stephen F/Trish D/Karen S. 

The District has chosen suppliers for the new equipment.  We are now 

awaiting exact specifications so that site preparation can begin.  All Terrain 

Excavating is prepared to start when ready.  There are two options of sites 

and this will be discussed with All Terrain.   

Laura submitted a grant to the Squamish Community Foundation for 

$5000.00.  In recent years their contributions have generally been less, but 

we can ask.  The funds are dispersed in October. 

 

Line Painting     Stephen F.  

Is a go.  The work will be done over the summer.  The paint and resources 

will be covered by PAC, while the painter is donating his time.      

 

3. NEW BUSINESS 

 

2019-20 PAC Schedule Review – Draft  Stephen F. 

Stephen and Karen will go through draft before the end of the school year.  

We set a tentative date for the next dance on Friday April 24th.   
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Whether we do another online auction, or a new form of large fundraiser 

will be tabled to the September meeting.  The PAC would also like to 

concentrate next year on creating a greater sense of Community amongst the 

Brackendale families.   

 

Sexual Education 2019-20 Review & Budgeting Approval  Stephen F. 

Next year this program will be delivered by Julie from 3 Peaks and will be 

offered to the Grade 5 and 6 students.  The estimated cost should be less 

than $2000.00. 

 

Welcome back Party     Shawna L. 

Brainstorming ideas for a welcome back fundraiser and introduction to the 

new playground equipment.  Perhaps a “Zip and Burger” evening in 

September.  Stephen will look into the possibility of getting a special events 

licence to be able to serve alcohol.  A suggested date is Friday the 13th and 

between 4 and 8 pm.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:39 pm 
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