
Brackendale Elementary School 

2018-2019 PAC MINUTES 

“Creating a healthy and active environment for our students.” 

 

Wednesday February 20, 2019 – 7:00pm (Library) 

 

Attendance   

Stephen Fryer, President 

Shawna Lang, Vice-President 

Heather Teasell, Treasurer 

Tricia Duncan, Secretary 

Heather Buck 

Laura Laziridis 

Angela Day 

Elena Hutchinson 

Karen Saenger (Principal) 

 

Meeting convened at 7:04pm. 

 

WELCOME –President, Stephen Fryer 

 1) Acceptance of Agenda – Motioned: Shawna L. Acceptance: Heather T. 

 2) Acceptance of January minutes – Motioned: Shawna L. Acceptance: 

Laura L. 

 

1. Parent University    

Students from Mr. Zigar’s class visited us to share their multi-disciplinary 

inquiry into the Laws of Motion.   Their project began with creating paper 

airplanes and testing and adjusting them to improve function.  Once they 

were pleased with the results the students doubled their measurements and 

developed plans for a larger plane.  They used these blueprints to then create 

foam board airplanes.  They added weight to the planes to get the optimal 

centre of gravity.  The students studied the Laws of Motion and tested their 

planes for distance, accuracy, hang time and acrobatics, comparing their 

very unique creations, making many trials and averaging their findings. 

This project included many of the educational disciplines such as math, 

science, english, arts, etc. and encouraging student choice and enquiry. 

 

2. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Karen Saenger 
 

 Litterless Lunch - We are beginning a new initiative for our students’ snacks and 

lunches to encourage reusable containers.  School staff are supporting this initiative 

as we phase out our school recycling program for plastics and juice boxes.  Students 

are now being asked to rinse their containers at school and take them home to be 

reused or recycled.  We will continue to have paper recycling and composting 

available at school. 

 

 Student Lead Initiatives – The leadership team is raising money to support the Water 

Project and the Rare Disease Foundation.  This month they hosted twin day and 

organized a noon hour Dance, complete with a photo booth, glow sticks and 
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donations of $1 for entry.  “Show Your Einstein” is a student lead science fair 

fundraiser which will be held on April 5th.  The student organizing committee noticed 

that “There are lots of kids in our school who love science and build cool projects at 

home”.  Funds for the homeless shelter will be raised by selling ballots for the 

Audience Choice Award.  Ballots will cost $1 for 3 ballots and $2 for 5 ballots.  The 

Comic Club is a noon hour activity organized by students that began last week.   

 

 Aboriginal Culture program runs from  Jan. 15 through March 14 – Ms. Smith’s class 

is working with Roxy to plan a potlach for March 8th . Mr. Lum/Ahmelich and Ms. 

Fanzega’s classes will also be participating.  Students will invite their own families. 

 

 School Goal Update – We spent our Professional Development Day on Feb. 1st, 

learning about critical thinking and how a small change to teaching and learning can 

foster critical thinking skills.  Refined School Goal... 

o We believe that if we intentionally invite students to make judgements, rank, or 

justify a choice using specific criteria, both in academic and social contexts, then 

students will be able to: 

 reason, deduce, persuade, analyze, interpret, and debate, and 

 self-assess their critical thinking with supporting evidence 

 

 Concussion - We have reviewed our concussion response protocols and school staff 

completed the school professional training module at our February staff meeting. Our 

protocols include: 

o Parents are always informed about bumped heads by the First Aid Attendant.  

o In cases where the student is mildly symptomatic parents are advised to come and 

get the child and seek medical attention. 

o For students with known previous concussion, a blow to the head or hit to the 

body will be treated as a suspected concussion and an adult will wait with the child 

until the parent or guardian arrives to take the child to a doctor for assessment 

o If the child has any of the red flag symptoms then it becomes an emergency and 911 

is called.  Red flag symptoms include: Neck pain or tenderness, Double vision, 

Weakness or tingling/ burning in arms or legs, Severe or increasing headache, Seizure 

or convulsion, Loss of consciousness, Deteriorating conscious state, Vomiting, 

Increasingly restless, agitated, or combative 

o Information for parents will be included in the March newsletter. 

 

 Term 2 Report Cards – Coming home on Wednesday, March 13, 2019 

 Student-Lead Conferences – Thursday, April 11, 2019 
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3. PAC UPDATES: 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Heather T. 

 

 
Heather shared some flyers of other fundraising ideas, and also suggested 

selling reusable lunch containers.  Shawna is going to find out more 

information on this. 

 

Spring Programs 

   Aikido -    Scheduled for the week of April 29th 

   SYSA Soccer Scheduled for the week of June 2nd 

   OPT Sexual Education  Scheduled for the spring for Grades 4,5 and 6. 

Aikido and Soccer will be for kids in all grades and therefore be payed for 

out of the gaming account. 

    Gymnastics -  Heather B. let us know that Amanda is interested in 

coming back to do a week of gymnastics training with the students next 

year. 
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2019/2020 Theatre Production  

Angela will take the lead on this program with LB Productions for next year.  

She will choose a date in either the end of January or February.  Heather B. 

has been in touch with the District for booking Eagle Eye Theatre, it will 

depend if a Friday or Saturday show will be decided upon. 

 

Signage Update and Parking Lot Painting  Stephen F. 

Tabled to April meeting 

 

Spring Dance – will be on April 26th the theme is Hollywood Glam 

Stephen- pizza and Hollywood sign, lights and decorations 

Angela- concession for drinks and candy 

Shawna – cake walk with leadership students 

Laura/Tasso – DJ and music 

Heather B. and Karen S. – classroom raffle baskets 

Laura/Trish – possible active game in gymnasium 

Heather T. – entrance and ticket sales 

Possible photo booth depending on cost 

 

4. NEW BUSINESS 

 

Library Shelves – Karen S. 

The District carpentry division will be giving the school an estimate on the 

cost of mobilizing a few of the library shelves.  This will allow more space 

in the library for different learning projects. 

 

Library Furniture – Heather B.  

Wondering if new and more comfortable furniture might be needed for the 

library?  Tabled to April meeting 

 

Wishlist 

Mrs. Murakami asked the PAC if a second Pipe and Drape could be 

purchased for school productions. 

Motion: To approve the spending of up to $1500.00 for the purchase of a 

second Pipe and Drape.  

Put forth by Heather B. and seconded by Stephen F. 

All in favour.  

 

The PAC has asked Karen for an updated wishlist from the teachers. 

Meeting  adjourned at 8:35pm 


