
Brackendale Elementary School 

2017-2018 PAC MINUTES 

“Creating a healthy and active environment for our students.” 

 

 

Wednesday November 21, 2018 – 7:00pm (Library) 

 

Attendance 

Stephen Fryer, President 

Tricia Duncan, Secretary 

Karen Saenger 

Heather Buck 

Laura Laziridis 

 

Meeting convened at 7:05 pm 

 

WELCOME –President, Stephen Fryer 

 1) Acceptance of Agenda – Heather B. and Laura L. 

 2) Acceptance of October minutes – Heather B. and Laura L. 

 

1. Parent University – S.T.E.A.M. project Ms. Johnston and students 

 

Ms. Johnston’s class presented their Haunted Houses projects, which were 

on display.  Four students shared their experiences of using all the 

components of S.T.E.A.M. They explained the creative process, how they 

collaborated and the challenges they faced.  The students also showed a brief 

power point presentation and answered questions.  Ms. Johnston expressed 

her thanks to the P.A.C. for their contribution to the classroom funds which 

helped to buy many of the materials needed.   

 

2. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Karen Saenger 

Principal’s Report October 17, 2018  

1. Parent University – ST.E.A.M. Ms. Johnston, Maddy, Mikayla, Lily and Olivia  

2. Thank you to our PAC!! – Teachers and staff asked me to pass on their appreciation 

for the work you do for our school community and to thank you for granting some of the 

items on our wish list (ArtStarts, Pipe and Curtain, LED lighting)  

3. Teacher Survey on Home school communication: A Google survey has been created to 

determine the forms and frequency of communication that teachers use. Results to be 

provided to PAC at November meeting.  

a. How often do you send information home:  

i. Daily – 5 teachers  

ii. Weekly – 7 teachers  
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iii. Bi-monthly/monthly – 2 teachers  

b. What means of communication do you use to inform parents/guardians about the 

learning that their child is doing at school?  

i. Email – all teachers  

ii. Paper – 6 teachers  

iii. Blog or other digital platform – 5 teachers  

c. In your communication, what information do you include:  

i. Learning objectives/activities – 13 teachers  

ii. Discussion topics for at home – 11 teachers  

iii. Growth Mind set or competency development – 6 teachers  

iv. Up coming events – 11 teachers 

  

4. Implementation Day: We looked at grad rates for our resident and aboriginal students 

and heard video testimony from students that our Ed. Plan (Pathways to Learning) and 

the emphasis on project based learning is most engaging and meaningful.  

a. Indigenous students in the Sea to Sky school district had a graduation rate of 86.1 % in 

the 2016-17 school year — up from 35 % in 2009. That’s compared to a provincial 

average of 66% for Indigenous students in the 2016-2017 school year.  

b. The graduation rate for all students in the 2016-2017 school years is 93.3% - up from 

73 % in 2009. That’s compared to the 2016-2017 provincial average of 84% for all 

students.  

We also looked at vulnerability data for our non-aboriginal and aboriginal students and 

see that despite the grad rate data, we still have work to do to ensure that all students have 

a fair chance at life opportunities that they choose to pursue. Staff and student feedback 

indicates that we are on the right path with our competency development focus and Ed. 

Plan. There will be input opportunities to refine the Ed. Plan for all stakeholders later in 

the year.  

5. School Goal – Think Critically – Sticky note activity to define critical thinking.  

6. Buddy Classes: Collaboration, peer mentors, and cross-grade teaching and learning is 

thriving at BRE. We have noticed that the tendency for the big buddies is to take over  

especially when they are building or crafting. Mr. Lum and Mr. Ahmelich have 

implemented a technique that keeps the older students focused on coaching rather than 

doing. Their students prototype the activity ahead of time, problem solve for trouble 

spots, make adjustments to instructions and make their own product. The interactions 

between the students and the leadership skill development has vastly improved with this 
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technique. We have begun to compile a list of collaboration projects again this year and I 

will up- date PAC next month.  

7. Remembrance Day: Our students thought deeply and made many connections to big 

ideas of remembrance. I would like to thank Doug, Julie and their students for the very 

moving Remembrance Day ceremony. The symbolism, song, words, gestures and visuals 

combined to create a memorable, significant occasion through which we were moved to 

reflect on sacrifice, war, peace and freedom.  

8. School Board Presentation: I would like to acknowledge Ms. Murakami and her 

students for presenting to the School Board last week. You may have heard that Julie has 

submitted a video to the CBC Music Classroom Competition! The video features 

melodeon players, singers, and percussionists performing a unique rendition of the 

Mummers Dance by Loreena McKennitt. As one student stated, “a new interpretation of 

an existing song is a form of innovation”. Ms. Johnston’s and Mr. Zigar’s students 

worked to create this musical collaboration. 

 

 

3. PAC UPDATES: 

 

 Online Auction  Trish D. 

Full steam ahead.  Items will be posted this weekend, auction starts Monday.  

It would be good if Mrs. Saenger can send an email on Thursday to remind 

parents.  As well a ½ page flyer home on Friday.  Heather T. is available on 

different times the following week to accept payment and hand out items.   

  

Christmas Shop   

Will be held on Dec. 19th.  We need volunteers to help organize.  Leadership 

students from Don Ross, might be able to help.  We may have to book the 

conference room for the Shop and do the wrapping in the library.  Mrs. 

Saenger suggested that the big buddies might also be able to help younger 

students.   

 

4. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Christmas Pancake Breakfast Stephen 

Stephen has organized the grill and Lisa is willing to come back and give a 

hand.  The same cooks as last year are keen. Heather T. will do the front 

door.  Volunteers will be needed for cleaning tables, and more garbages 

should be set up in the gym.  Mr. Grantham’s class will set up the tables.  A 

special table will be set up to receive Christmas care donations. 
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Christmas Concert Theme Gift Baskets    

We hope to have the teachers on board to do this fundraiser again.  

Classrooms can bring in donations to create baskets with themes to be used 

in a draw at the two Christmas concerts.  Perhaps the Grade 6’s will want to 

sell drinks and treats as a fundraiser, if not we could offer that opportunity to 

the Don Ross Leadership students.   

 

Tennis XL proposal  

It was decided to hold off bringing back the tennis program.  The feedback 

from two years ago was not positive.  Stephen is going to look into a Dance 

option, and Laura will have an Aikido proposal.  Revisit in January. 

 

DPAC update – tabled to next meeting 

 

5. REVIEW 

 

Breakfast Club – No one has stepped forward as of yet for the coordinator 

position.   

 

Sign Options and Costing 

Stephen brought forward a quote for our Kiss and Go signs for the parking 

lot.   

Motion: To approve the purchase of 6 new signs for the parking lot at a cost 

of $255.85.   

 Seconded by Heather B.  All in Favour. 

 

Missoula Theatre 

It was suggested that we should inquire within Squamish, such as at SAM if 

the possibility exists for a week-long program and in-house production.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:12pm 


