
Brackendale Elementary School 

2018-2019 PAC MINUTES 

“Creating a healthy and active environment for our students.” 

 

 

Wednesday January 16, 2019 – 7:00pm (Library) 

Attendance   

Stephen Fryer President 

Shawna Lang, Vice-President 

Heather Teasell, Treasurer 

Tricia Duncan, Secretary 

Heather Buck 

Laura Laziridis 

Angela Day 

Kumi Germain 

Lorena McKechnie 

Janet Boa 

Karen Saenger (Acting Principal) 

 

WELCOME –President, Stephen Fryer 

 1) Acceptance of Agenda – Motioned: Heather T.  Acceptance: Laura L. 

 2) Acceptance of November minutes - Heather B.  Acceptance: Laura L. 

 

1. Parent University  

Owls Across the Curriculum - A Snapshot of Authentic Project Based Learning 

Mrs. Saenger shared with the PAC the ongoing OWL learning from Mr. Fieldhouse’s 

class.  A Barred owl was spotted on the school grounds and the students went out to 

investigate.  The kindergarten classes had many questions regarding the owl and the 

students in Mr. Fieldhouse’s class decided that they would research the answers to these 

queries and then share their findings with the younger students.  During their studies they 

learned these owls were in fact endangered and that human impact played a role in their 

diminishing numbers.  They then decided to craft their own owls and sell them to raise 

money at the Christmas concert.  The students raised $400.00 and donated this amount to 

OWL (Orphaned Wildlife) Rehabilitation Society.  A non-profit organization whose staff 

and volunteers are dedicated to public education and the rehabilitation and release of 

injured and orphaned raptors.  The class then invited a representative of this group to visit 

Brackendale Elementary and do a presentation for the entire student body.  They were 

introduced to the conservation work that OWL does and got to meet Luna a Western 

Screech Owl and Flinger a roadside Hawk.  The students from Mr. Fieldhouse’s class 

then presented OWL with their $400.00 cheque.  The organization gave them some owl 

pellets to dissect wherein they found the bones of mice that had been ingested.  Mr. 

Zygar’s class were given the bones and are trying to see if they can recreate one of the 

prey.  This spring Mr. Fieldhouse’s class will be working on an Owl nesting box.  

 All of this learning which has impacted the entire school stemmed from that owl who 

was spotted on the school grounds.  It gives a great example of how this learning 

involved all the competencies that the school has been working on including growth 

mindset.  The education involved science, technology, art, math and language arts.   

 

2. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT Karen Saenger 

1. Staff wish to extend a thank you to PAC for supporting our Music Program. The 

Squamish Big Band funds combined with the PAC donation enabled us to purchase the 

curtains for our music performances. The students thoroughly enjoyed the CandyBones 

Theatre production and many students expressed their enthusiasm in follow up writing 
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activities back in the classroom. The grow light has been purchased and students are 

designing a housing and making plans to create a plant installation in the Collab Space.  

2. Kindergarten Registration opens on Jan. 22, 2019  

3. Aboriginal Culture program runs from Jan. 15 through March 14  

4. Technology Infused Learning  

a. Mr. Lum and Mr. A’s class and Mr. Grantham have been taking part in Digital 

Citizenship learning in the library with Ms. Mah. Specific areas students have examined 

so far include: using effective search strategies and learning to evaluate the quality, 

credibility and validity of websites as well as give proper credit to materials when using 

citations. Digital literacy is an important skill to have in today’s technology-based world.  

b. Mr. Lum/Ahmelich’s grade 4/5 class and Mrs. Fanzega’s and Ms. Mah/Beth’s grade 

3/4 classes are learning about robotics. Students have been learning how to code using 

robots. After students become more familiar with coding, they will use this technology to 

enhance learning in other subject areas. One example is to use robots to create 

experiments to learn about ‘force and motion”.  

5. School Pro D Committee is planning for Feb. 1st – Critical Thinking is the area of 

focus  

6. Cheryl White has retired  

a. Assembly was lovely. The students learned how to acknowledge and honour a very 

special person. – Mrs. White extends her appreciation to PAC for the flowers and gift 

certificate.  

b. Muff Hackett is her replacement. Mrs. Hackett has 20 years of experience as a school 

secretary. She has worked at Stawamus and comes to us from Valleycliffe.  

7. Enrolment Update – 9 new students joined our school since October - some of our 

grade levels are at capacity and we have started a wait list.  

8. Communicating Student Learning - Student Led Conferences – teachers and students 

are beginning to plan and prepare for April 11th 

 

3. PAC UPDATES: 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Heather T.  

PAC Account   $22, 712.00 

Gaming Account  $  7, 579.45 

For more details please see the Treasurer’s Report at the end of the minutes. 



Brackendale Elementary School 

2018-2019 PAC MINUTES 

“Creating a healthy and active environment for our students.” 

 

 

 

DPAC Shawna L. 

We were unable to have a representative at the DPAC meeting in Whistler this week.   

Physical Literacy Initiative: DPAC has approved endorsing Whistler Sport Legacies 

application to be part of Physical Literacy for Communities Initiative. If successful, WSL 

(with experts and resources from Sport for Life) will educate and lead Sea to Sky 

stakeholders to improve physical literacy, and accessibility to physical activity and 

quality sport programs.  Endorsement letters were required from 4 sectors: recreation, 

education, sport and health.  Grant application was due Jan. 15, 2019, with the 7 available 

grants being awarded Feb. 15, 2019.  All ages/communities in Sea to Sky will benefit if 

successful.   

 

Hot Lunch  Lorena M. and Kumi G.  

Thank you again to Lorena and Kumi for taking on the hot lunch program and a thanks to 

all the volunteers that help on the day.  There was discussion to see if it’s possible to link 

the hot lunch payments with the new school payment system.  If this was possible could 

also sell Gallileo coffee and Nester gift cards as well.  There was a question whether 

Booster juice could be sold once a month on a different day, such as a Friday afternoon.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Event/Program Proposals 

 

 Missoula 2019-2020 Heather T. Janet B. & Angela D. 

Shawna L.  - Attained a quote from a local company from Pemberton: CB 

Productions.  She has been doing similar productions in Pemberton and Whistler for 

the last 8 years.  She has written her own plays and uses modern songs in the 

performances.  She has quoted $3675.0 + GST.  She feels that 45 kids is an ideal 

number for a performance.  She would do the tryouts the week prior.  There would be 

no need for home stay. 

 

Trish D.  - Squamish Academy of Music was also asked if they would be interested in 

putting on a production.  They did respond and might be interested but more follow 

up is needed.   

 

Aikido Laura L. 

Laura is going to ask Aikidaily if they are able to come to Brackendale for another 

week of Aikido training for the entire school this spring.  Each class would receive 

approximately 3 classes in the week.  The cost would be $2500.00 

 

Soccer  Stephen F.  

Stephen will see if SYSA is able to come and do a week of training for the entire 

school.  This would also be 3 classes for the week.  There would be one coach and the 

cost would be $1000.00. 
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G&R Dance  Stephen F. 

This group would offer ballroom or swing dance classes to the students.  The cost 

would be $3000.00 for the week.  

 

Ultimate Frisbee  Laura L. 

Laura will approach BC Ultimate organization to see if they might be interested in 

conducting a program in the Fall of 2019. 

 

 Motion: To commit $1000.00 for a week of soccer instruction for the spring of 2019.  

Put forward by Stephen F. and seconded by Shawna L. 

All in favour. 

Motion:  To commit $2500.00 for a week of Aikido instruction for the spring of 

2019.  Put forward by Stephen F. and seconded by Heather B. 

All in favour. 

 

 

April Family Dance  
Friday, April 26th 

Theme: “Hollywood North” Red Carpet  

Planning tabled to February meeting. 

 

Agenda Items Deadline  Stephen F. 

It was suggested that agenda items need to be submitted to the secretary by the second 

Monday of the month.  This gives the opportunity to circulate the Agenda prior to the 

meeting and hopefully attract more participants.   

 

PAC Member Rewards Program  Stephen F. 

This is an idea brought forward to encourage volunteer participation by providing perks 

for volunteers that help with PAC and school events.  For instance, those that contribute 

their time can put their name in a draw and possibly win gift cards, hot lunch vouchers or 

Christmas Concert front row seats.  The discussion will continue, any more ideas are 

welcome. 

 

 

4. REVIEW 

 

Signage and placement  Stephen F. 

The signs are not expensive and can be purchased, the question is now where to put them.  

There is no longer a fence along part of the roadway.  Stephen is going to look into the 

cost of putting in a few posts for the signs.   

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:49 pm. 
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